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JNIRS—Journal of Near Infrared Spectroscopy aims to publish 
original research papers, short communications, review arti-
cles and letters concerned with near infrared spectroscopy 
and technology, its application, new instrumentation and the 
use of chemometric and data handling techniques within NIR. 
JNIRS will accept contributions from all areas of applications 
where near infrared spectroscopy is in use, such as:

n  Agriculture	 n  Chemical Industry
n  Food	 n  Life Sciences
n  Process Control	 n  Pharmaceuticals
n  Textiles	 n  Polymers
n  Wood

Topics for papers may include:
n  Chemometrics	 n  Calibrations
n  Diffuse Reflection	 n  NIR Imaging
n  On-Line Use	 n  Fibre Optics
n  Sampling	 n  Spectroscopy
n  Instrumentation	 n  Remote Sensing

Types of article
All articles should be written in English and will be subject to 
a refereeing process. Letters may be accepted for publication 
following review by the Editor or a Subject/Regional Editor 
alone.

Original research papers should report, in detail, the results 
of the author(s)’s work in a particular area of research. This 

work should have been completed or a substantial and identi-
fiable part of it should have been completed.

Short communications can be used to report significant 
results from incomplete work and to report completed work 
which does not require the full coverage of a research paper. 
Short communications should be restricted to 1500 words in 
length.

Review articles will normally be commissioned by the Editor 
or one of the Regional or Subject Editors. However, should you 
be interested in reviewing a particular area, you are welcome 
to discuss this with the Editor or your local Regional or 
Subject Editor. Review articles should provide a comprehen-
sive coverage of the area reviewed with extensive references 
to published work.

Letters can either express the view of the author on a partic-
ular aspect of NIR spectroscopy and technology that they wish 
to comment on, or can very briefly report an interesting aspect 
of the author’s work: perhaps details of a calibration or a 
sampling procedure.

The manuscript
For the fastest review and publication, please submit your 
paper online at www.impublications.com/authors. If you prefer, 
an electronic version may be sent by e-mail or on CD-ROM 
to the Editor-in-Chief, the publishers or a Subject/Regional 
Editor.

Instructions for authors

Aims and scope

Did you know?
JNIRS is the only peer review journal dedicated to NIR spectroscopy.

There are NO page charges.

All papers are reviewed by acknowledged experts in NIR technology.

You are ensured that when your paper has been accepted, it will be published rapidly.

JNIRS is the global audience for your paper on any aspect of NIR spectroscopy, technology or its application.

You can submit your paper online at www.impublications.com/authors.



It is important to remember that the manuscript is going 
to be read by referees. Please assist them by observing the 
following specification. 

Use Times or Times New Roman with a font size of at 
least 12. The manuscript should be double line spaced with 
generous margins. Please number the pages and use the line 
number option if your word processor has it.

JNIRS is computer typeset and authors should include a 
computer-readable version of their manuscript—there is no 
need for any hard copy. This not only speeds up the publication 
of the article but also reduces the possibility for errors and 
reduces the proof reading burden for author and publisher 
alike. We can read most common PC word processor files.

We can also accept illustrations in computer readable form, 
such as PDF, TIFF, PCX or EPS format. Please ensure that the 
highest quality settings are used for their creation and that 
any fonts are embedded or converted to outlines. Bitmaps 
should be at least 300 dpi for tone images and at least 1200 dpi 
for line work. Please avoid JPGs, because they are a lossy 
format: each time you save a file as a JPG it loses quality. If 
you do not save with the highest quality settings, your figure 
will be very blurry.

Symbols, mathematics and formulae
This is an area where care should be exercised. You should use 
SI units whenever possible. Please use the following conven-
tions: all symbols which are variables should be italicised, all 
constants should be normal (Roman) text and vectors and 
matrices should be bold.

Complex formulae can be prepared in equation editors, 
ideally MathType. Please note that we do not have the facility 
to process teX.

Units
Units of measurement should be separated from the number 
by a space. Please avoid the use of the solidus (/) or “per” and 
use a superscript –1, i.e. 5 mg L–1, not 5 mg/L.

References
References should be cited in the text by a superscript Arabic 
number, i.e. spectroscopy,1 and listed at the end of the article. 
Please give full bibliographical information, including the title 
of all papers and book chapters, as in the examples below:

For edited books:
1.	 G.D. Batten, A.B. Blakeney and C.R. Blatt, “Sample 

preparation procedures for use in near infrared 
analysis of fruit and vegetable crops”, in Near Infrared 
Spectroscopy: The Future Waves, Ed by A.M.C. Davies 
and P. Williams. NIR Publications, Chichester, p. 107 
(1996).

For journals:
2.	 T. Næs, K. Kvaal, T. Isaksson and C. Miller, “Artificial 

neural networks in multivariate calibration”, J. Near 
Infrared Spectrosc. 1, 1 (1993).

For authored books:

3.	 B. Osborne, T. Fearn and P.H. Hindle, Practical NIR 
Spectroscopy with Applications in Food and Beverage 
Analysis. Longman Scientific and Technical, Harlow, UK 
(1993).

It is the responsibility of the author to ensure that permis-
sion is obtained from the copyright holder to reproduce copy-
right material. The copyright holder is almost always the 
publisher of the work. Forms for this purpose are available 
from the Editor and from IM Publications. Copies of any signed 
Permission Forms should accompany the manuscript and 
the necessary wording of acknowledgement requested by the 
copyright holder should be included in the caption.

Abstract
A short abstract not exceeding 350 words should be included. 
This should describe the scope of the article and highlight any 
significant areas.

Keywords
Up to 10 Keywords should be included.

Illustrations
Illustrations must be produced ready for publication and 
meeting our guidelines set out above.

Labels on the axes should be clear and of sufficient size 
that they will be legible when reduced to fit on the page, i.e. a 
font size of at least 8 pt when produced at one column width. 
(This requires a font size of at least 20 pt if the figure is drawn 
full size on A4 paper. Note that ordinate and abscissa scales 
should be equal for equal values. Referees expect to see 
square plots of results of, for instance, “predicted” versus 

“reference method”. Please use Helvetica or Arial font. The 
amount of text on the illustration should be kept to a minimum. 
Keys for different line styles etc. should be given in the caption; 
not on the illustration.

Illustrations should be numbered in the text with Arabic 
numerals as Figure 1, Figure 4 and 5 etc.; they should be in 
a separate sequence from any tables. Captions should be 
provided for all figures and these should appear at the end of 
the manuscript.

If embedded in the word processor file, each illustration 
should be provided on a separate page as large as possible. 
Please label each page with the Figure number, author(s) and 
title of the paper.

Photographs can be published but they must be of good 
photographic quality and supplied as high quality images at a 
minimum of 300 dpi. Colour illustrations can only be included 
if the author meets the extra cost of their production. However, 
any illustrations can be reproduced in colour in the online 
edition at no cost and in black-and-white in print. If you include 
colour figures, this will happen automatically, so you must 
inform the Editor if you wish to pay for colour reproduction.



Tables
Tables should be numbered in a separate sequence from the 
illustrations as Table 1 etc. Please consider the size of the 
page when compiling your Table. Tables should not be split 
width-wise across pages, although if they exceed a page in 
length they can be continued on subsequent pages.

Tables should be provided on separate pages and not 
included in the text. Each Table should have a caption. As 
with illustrations, please number each sheet and include the 
author(s) and title of the paper.

Copyright
Authors are required to assign the copyright in their article 
to the Publisher. A completed and signed Copyright Form 
must be lodged with the Publisher before the article can be 
published.

If your institution or funding body requires that you deposit a 
copy of the paper in an open repository or you wish your paper 
to be freely available, we offer an “Open Access” publishing 
model. Please visit the journal’s website (www.impublications.
com/jnirs/) for more information. Please note that you should 
not request this until after your paper has been accepted for 
publication.

Submission of articles
Your article should be submitted via our online system at www.
impublications.com/authors/. If you prefer, it may be sent to 
the Editor or one of the Regional Editors whose addresses 
appear below. 

Please use the “Check List” at the end of these instructions 
before posting your article.

Receipt of the articles will be acknowledged, and the article 
will be subjected to a peer review process; should any amend-
ments be necessary you will be asked to make these before 
the article is accepted for publication.

After acceptance, your article will be copy-edited, typeset 
and proofed to the first named author (unless otherwise 
requested). The proof should be checked carefully for typo-
graphical errors and to answer any questions raised by the 
Copy Editor. The proof stage is not an opportunity for the 
author to make changes to the article. Any significant changes 
from the original accepted manuscript may only be accepted 
on payment of the correction costs.

Addresses
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Professor Graeme D. Batten, Sea Spec Pty 
Ltd, PO Box 487, Woolgoolga, NSW 2456, Australia. Phone / Fax 
+61-266-562288. E-mail: thebattens@bigpond.com

Authors distant from Australia are welcome, if they prefer, to 
send their manuscript to IM Publications LLP, 6 Charlton Mill, 
Charlton, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 0HY, UK, who will be 
pleased to forward it to Graeme Batten.

EDITORS: Dr Franklin E. Barton, II, Light Light Solutions, 
LLC, PO Box 81486, Athens, GA 30608-1486, USA, E-mail: 
barton@lightlightsolutions.com. Dr G. Downey, Ashtown 
Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, Ireland, E-mail: 
gerard.downey@teagasc.ie. Professor T. Fearn, Department 
of Statistical Science, University College London, Gower 
Street, London WC1E 6BT, UK. E-mail: tom@stats.ucl.ac.uk. 
Professor S. Kawano, Kagoshima University, Japan. E-mail: 
kawano@agri.kagoshima-u.ac.jp. Mr K.H. Norris, Consultant, 
11204 Montgomery Road, Beltsville, MD 20705, USA, E-mail: 
knnirs@gmail.com. Dr L. Weyer, ATK Elkton, 55 Thiokol Rd, 
Elkton, MD, USA. E-mail: lweyer2@verizon.net.

Check list
1.	 Are pages and lines numbered?
2.	 Is the text double line spaced?
3.	 Are illustrations prepared according to the instructions?
4.	 Is there an abstract? 
5.	 Are there keywords?
6.	 Are all the figures refereed to in the text?
7.	 Are all the references refereed to in the text, and in 

numerical order according to their first citation?
8.	 Are the reference citations formed according to the 

instructions?
9.	 Are the tables prepared according to the instructions?
10.	Have the equations been carefully checked?
11.	Have you prepared text and illustration files in electronic 

format?
12.	Are you prepared to pay for the cost of printing colour 

photographs or illustrations?
13.	 Is there a signed copyright form?
14.	Have you provided full contact information: mailing 

address, telephone, fax number and e-mail address.


